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Synopsis

Historians and theologians have long recognized that at the heart of the sixteenth-century
Protestant Reformation were five declarations, often referred to as the "solas": sola scriptura, solus
Christus, sola gratia, sola fide, and soli Deo gloria. These five statements summarize much of what
the Reformation was about, and they distinguish Protestantism from other expressions of the
Christian faith. Protestants place ultimate and final authority in the Scriptures, acknowledge the work
of Christ alone as sufficient for redemption, recognize that salvation is by grace alone through faith
alone, and seek to do all things for Goda ™s glory.In Goda ™s Glory Alonea "The Majestic Heart of
Christian Faith and Life, renowned scholar David VanDrunen looks at the historical and biblical roots
of the idea that all glory belongs to God alone. He examines the development of this theme in the
Reformation, in subsequent Reformed theology and confessions, and in contemporary theologians
who continue to be inspired by the conviction that all glory belongs to God. Then he turns to the
biblical story of God'’s glory, beginning with the pillar of cloud and fire revealed to Israel, continuing
through the incarnation, death, and exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and culminating in Christ’s
Second Coming and the glorification of his people. In light of these wonderful biblical themes he

AN

concludes by addressing several of today’s great cultural challenges and temptationsa "such as

AN

distraction and narcissisméa "and reflecting on how commitment to God’s glory alone fortifies us to

live godly lives in this present evil age.
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David VanDrunen (JD, Northwestern University School of Law; PhD Loyola University Chicago) is
Robert B. Strimple Professor of Systematic Theology and Christian Ethics at Westminster Seminary
California.A He is the author of Living in Goda ™s Two Kingdoms: A Biblical Vision for Christianity
and Culture and Divine Covenants and Moral Order: A Biblical Theology of Natural Law. A Matthew
Barrett is Tutor of Systematic Theology and Church History at Oak Hill Theological College in
London. He is the executive editor of Credo Magazine, as well as the author and editor of several
books, including Salvation by Grace, Four Views on the Historical Adam, and Owen on the Christian

Life. A

Good book. First half is God’s glory in scripture, which was a little slow going for me because | don’t
need convincing of that, but the second part was applicable to life today and | really enjoyed it nad

found it encouraging.

Awesome book. Quick delivery

Great book!

Excellent and part of an Excellent Series. Whether you hold to the Reformed view of faith or not, the

5 Solas Series is worth a read

Very good and straight forward to the Bible.

As we approach the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, it is fitting to revisit the five major rally
cries of the Reformers. This is the second in a new series.Glory to God alone A¢A A“ Soli Deo
Gloria - reminds us that God is the supreme end of all things.VanDrunen begins the book by
showing how this sola is the result of the others. There is nothing we can do to supplement the work
of God and Christ. He then samples contemporary writers on the subject and Reformed writers
between the Reformation and the twenty-first century.Then he does something that surprised me.
The glory of God is first about Himself, VanDrunen says. Humans and their actions should not be
the principal focus of the book, so he writes about God and His glorification of Himself. He explores
the larger story of Scripture. A¢A AceGod glorifies himself in his created order generally and in his
special acts of judgment and salvation in the world.A¢A A« He reviews God’s special deeds in

history, such as the cloud, the tabernacle, the temple, and the Incarnation. He hopes this emphasis



on God'’s glorification will be the focus of future teaching on the subject.In the second half of the
book, VanDrunen looks at how Christians are to glorify God in all they do, by faith, by worship, and
by works of service. He explores what it means to glorify God in this era, paying particular attention
to modern technology, narcissism, and the nature of this passing age. He argues for focused
attention, a deeper understanding, self denial, and other virtues.VanDrunen emphasized an aspect
of God’s glory that | hadn’t really considered before. God glorifies Himself and one way He does that
is by glorifying us. That allows us to then glorify Him through faith, worship, and service. It amazes
me that God chose to glorify Himself through humans, first His Son and then through His chosen
people.l recommend this book to those who are unsure of the concept that glory belongs to God
alone. You will learn how God has displayed His glory and how we are to give God glory. It is an
informative book and one that encourages a God-glorifying life. A selected bibliography is included,
as are Scripture and subject indexes.Food for thought:A¢A AceWe can glorify God in many ways,
but Scripture indicates that nothing we do delights God more than calling upon his name with
sincere hearts and declaring that all glory belongs to him.A¢A Al received a complimentary egalley

of this book from the publisher for the purpose of an independent and honest review.

Writing as a human about a divine attribute like God’s glory has to be a difficult undertaking.
However, David VanDrunen’s scholarly take on this one of the "five solas" is a little less "glorious”
than | think it could be.He starts off slow and dry in the first section on Reformation thinking about
the glory of God, and it was a difficult slog to get past. The second section, dealing with how
scripture describes God'’s glory has both more meat and provides more of what "the Majestic Heart
of Christian Faith and Life" is shown to be in the Bible itself. The third section again does not seem
to add a whole lot of insight to what has already been published on this topic.Overall, there is
nothing really "wrong" about this book. It just doesn’t seem to provide much added value to a lot of
other resources already available. Instead of the first section, reading about what the reformers had
to say about God’s glory, go to the original texts and read the reformers themselves. For the rest:
well, focus on the second section and then use the scriptures VanDrunen has referenced to work

through for yourself how best to apply understanding of God’s glory in your own life.

This text is part of the series of books that will look at the Five Sola’s of the Reformed Christian
Faith. They are Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Solus Christus and Sola Deo gloria.ln this
text we are looking at the last of the 5 statements, that being Sola Deo glorias or "God’s Glory

Alone." it takes us through an in depth look at the Glory of God and how it is manifested through the



Old and New Testament. | particularly enjoyed the chapter on the discussion of how often God’s
name is tied with the term Glory. Quoting from Page 45, "He is the Glory of Israel, | Samuel 15:29,
The King of glory, Psalm 24:8, and the God of glory Psalm 29:3. When Stephen recounts the great
deeds of God before the Sanhedrin, he begins by borrowing this latter Old Testament divine title,
'Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham.” Acts
7:2"Glory is not just an trait of God’s Character but it is such a part of His essence that it is used as
His Name often. So, with that in mind it would do us well to research, understand and then apply the
lessons we learn about the Glory of God Alone to our lives. It will give us a more full understanding
of our reason for serving the Lord Jesus Christ and bringing Him the honor and glory He so richly
deserves.The three main sections of the book will take you on the journey of: The Glory of God in
Reformed Theology The Glory of God in Scripture Living for God’s Glory todayThis book explores
theology but then finishes with three chapters on how to apply to lessons that are taught to you
every day life.When you finish you will have a better understanding of how to live for God’s Glory
each day of your life and thus be an example to everyone around you of what God can do in our

lives and in our world.Enjoy!
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